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SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC (centre) celebrates mass
during his installation as the 13th bishop of the Diocese of Saint John,
December 9, 2019 at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in
Saint John. On Tuesday, September 14 the bishop released a letter to
the clergy and faithful of the diocese for the 2021-2022 Pastoral Year.
The letter can be found on page 6 of this issue of The New Freeman.
(Joanie Marks photo)

VATICAN CITY — (Photo left) During his weekly audience, September
8, 2021, Pope Francis said, “there is no place for discrimination or
divisive distinctions among people who believe in Christ”. Story page
8.  (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

Sister  Nuala Kenny, who has authored two books on sexual abuse in
the Church, sees Concerned Lay Catholics as an valuable piece in the
renewal of the Church. Story page 2. (Michael Swan photo)
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New FreemanThe
Concerned Catholics seek healing path
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Ever since the world learned about priests
and brothers abusing orphan boys at Mount
Cashel, for 40 years Canada’s Catholics have
lived with a public image of their Church as
hypocritical and defensive. As more abuse
scandals rumbled across headlines and through
the courts, public contempt for the Catholic
Church became commonplace. Add onto this
mountain of shame all that we’ve learned lately
about Indian residential schools.

In response, a lay movement has been
growing over the last year — a network of
faithful lay Catholics who are not going to
live with the scandals or the paralysis of their
Church anymore. Concerned Lay Catholics
(www.concernedlaycatholics.ca) [CLC] have
been inspired by Pope Francis to take owner-
ship of their Church and its problems. There
are representatives now in nine provinces, and
growing.

Among the inspirations for this lay move-
ment is abuse survivor William O’Sullivan,
who has been picketing outside of St. Kevin’s
Parish in Welland, ON, for nearly three years.
Mr. O’Sullivan and the organization that sup-
ports him, the #ChurchToo Movement, pre-
sented a petition with 1,228 signatures to Par-
liament this spring calling for a public inquiry
into the history of Catholic clerical sexual
abuse and cover-ups. Unsatisfied with the
government’s official, April 12 response to
the petition, Mr. O’Sullivan began walking
from Welland to Parliament Hill on August 30.
In Ottawa, he intends to make his demand
for a national, public inquiry into the Catholic
Church in person.

“I’m not leaving (Ottawa) until I get some
answers, that’s for sure,” Mr. O’Sullivan told
The Catholic Register.

Members of Concerned Lay Catholics have
spoken to Mr. O’Sullivan and find his experi-
ence of sexual abuse at the hands of three
different priests a compelling reason for an-
ger and shame. But they don’t think he should
have to go to the government for an explana-
tion, or even an appropriate response. That’s
the Church’s job.

Concerned Lay Catholics has been quietly
organizing for the past three years, at first in
response to the clerical abuse scandals high-
lighted in the 2018 Pennsylvania Grand Jury
report, and now out of concern for genuine
reconciliation with Indigenous communities
devastated by the legacy of residential schools.

“The Church is in a crisis,” said Brenda

Coleman, a parishioner at St. Mary of the
Assumption in St. Catharines, ON. “But there
are lots of very faithful Catholics out there
that love the Church and want to be a force
for change. They maybe don’t know how to
do that on their own. So here’s a group that
is going to help them find their voice.”

Starting from a base in St. Joseph’s Parish
in Hamilton, ON, CLC co-founder Cathie Pead
sees hope in Pope Francis’ call for a more
synodal Church and in the positive response
the nascent organization has had from St.
Catharines Bishop Gerard Bergie and Hamil-
ton Bishop Doug Crosby.

“Our discussions have always been open,
friendly, courteous and informative,” Bishop
Crosby told The Catholic Register.

Concerned Lay Catholics and the diocese
are both working on the basis of the diocesan
safeguarding protocols, and Bishop Crosby
appreciates the help.

“Because of her knowledge and profession-
alism, Cathie (Pead) has been invited to par-
ticipate on one of the sub-committees of the
Assembly of Catholic Bishops (of Ontario). I
am always grateful when Catholics from the
Diocese of Hamilton can make a contribu-
tion,” Bishop Crosby said in an e-mail.

The lay group isn’t politicking on behalf of
some cause, or trying to push the bishops
into any particular course of action, Ms. Pead
said.

“We love the Church as the body of Christ,
even if sometimes the institution disappoints
us. We believe the Church has an important
mission to carry out in the world and we want
to advance that,” said the former high school
chaplain.

Inspired by Sister Nuala Kenny and her
books on sexual abuse in the Church (2012’s
Healing the Church and the 2019 follow-up
Still Unhealed), Ms. Pead sees the mission
of the Church and Concerned Lay Catholics
in terms of healing.

“We recognize that many victims want noth-
ing to do with the Catholic Church, and that’s
absolutely understandable,” said Ms. Pead.
“At a minimum, some victims may appreci-
ate that some lay people are actually trying to
hear and understand their pain. That we are
praying for them, that we care about what
happened to them.”

Sr. Kenny herself is pleased to see an or-
ganized, lay response to the abuse issue.

“From my 40 years work in the clergy
sexual abuse of minors, on the underlying
systemic and cultural beliefs and practices in

(continued on page 3)
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(continued from page 2)
need of conversion, reform and renewal, I believe these prayerful,
well researched and referenced, team-led initiatives are crucial in the
healing and renewal of the post-pandemic Church,” she wrote in an
e-mail.

Sr. Kenny sees CLC as a “practical manifestation of the theology of
the baptized, where all have been given charisms and gifts for build-
ing up the Body of Christ.”

But with the residential schools issue now roiling the nation, raising
questions about the Church and its commitments, it’s hard to keep
the focus exclusively on sexual abuse by priests, said founding mem-
ber Gary Warner, emeritus professor and former director of arts and
sciences at McMaster University.

“There is now the whole residential schools issue as well, which is
linked to it,” he said. “It’s all part of the same issue.”

The connections run deep, according to Mr. Warner.
“Sexual abuse has been facilitated by clericalism. That sin,

clericalism, it’s a close relative of that whole colonial mindset,” he
said. “Any response has to engage lay people in a substantive way.”

The upcoming, global, two-year Synod on Synodality will require
lay contributions, Mr. Warner said.

“It has to be a true synodal process,” he said.
It’s not as though Canada’s bishops haven’t already committed

themselves to a less clerical and more transparent Church. In 2018
the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops’ own document on sexual
abuse, called Protecting Minors from Sexual Abuse, named clericalism
as the enemy. In Protecting Minors, the bishops have stressed au-

thenticity and transparency in response to the sexual abuse crisis.
“In the Canadian experience of the sexual abuse of minors there is

an evident call to all members of the Catholic Church in this country
to strive for greater authenticity and to engage in a process of regain-
ing credibility. Although the response to this call starts by addressing
past failures, it must be followed by a firm commitment to put into
action the necessary ways and means of avoiding past mistakes,” the
2018 document said.

Ms. Pead and her friends want to hold the bishops to their commit-
ments.

“It (Concerned Lay Catholics) is trying to collaborate with the bish-
ops in carrying out what is clearly and quite understandably in that
(CCCB) document — more transparency, working actively with the
laity and the clergy, and following the course of Vatican II and Pope
Francis,” Ms. Pead said.

As a former nurse who spent 15 years working for the Canadian
Mental Health Association, and as a regular volunteer visitor at the
Niagara Detention Centre, Ms. Coleman has seen the trauma that
results from sexual abuse.

Lay people have a job to do, reaching out to abuse survivors such
as Mr. O’Sullivan with an offer of reconciliation and healing, she said.

“Our focus is on the victim-survivors that we know are still out
there,” said Ms. Coleman.

That’s good news as far as Mr. O’Sullivan is concerned.
“To have somebody, organizations like this, who are looking to root

this out and show full transparency — absolutely, I’m 100-per-cent
supportive of this,” he said.§

Concerned Catholics seek healing path

Discerning votes through the lens of Catholicism
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

As Catholics prepare to head to the polls on September 20, many
are asking what a Catholic vote looks like. Catholic Conscience is an
organization created to help Catholics make sense of the political par-
ties and their platforms, and to discern their vote through the lens of
Catholic social teaching.

“We needed a lay apostolate that would work on bringing public
conversation more towards Gospel values, because we’d lost ground
on that front,” Brendan Steven, executive director of Catholic Con-
science, said. “We tried to think creatively about how we could
nurture a greater sense of Catholic, civic and political engagement,
which is just so rooted in our faith. Our calling as disciples of
Christ is very much lived out in how we live with other people,
which is all politics is.”

Catholic Conscience started modestly about seven years ago, or-
ganizing debates in local ridings in Toronto in parish basements. From
their humble beginnings they have grown to provide resources and
tools that have supported voters throughout four election cycles, in-
cluding the Federal election in 2019, provincial elections in British
Columbia and Saskatchewan in 2020, the recent election in Nova Scotia.

The two goals of the campaign are aiding Catholic voter dis-
cernment and growing Catholic voter turnout.

Mr. Steven said there are many reasons why people don’t vote,
including that they don’t know enough about what each of the
parties are offering to feel like they can make a good choice. “That’s
why we present all the parties’ key policies across a wide range of
issues in one place, so it is easy for Catholic voters to see at a high

level what each party is of-
fering in areas they’ve dis-
cerned are very important to
them,” he said.

He said that often people
just don’t know what to do
and lack logistical informa-
tion. That’s why another big
goal of campaign is to pro-
vide people information.

Perhaps one of the great-
est reasons that people don’t
vote is due to a sense of dis-
appointment.

“Catholics have correctly
discerned that there are no
‘perfectly Catholic’ options.
A lot of people feel they don’t
have any good options,” Mr. Steven said. “We are picking between very
imperfect options, that leaves a lot of spiritual work on us to do that
discernment work to say, despite the good and the bad, which do I think
is best option for not just our community but for all our neighbours, for the
common good and the common dignity of all Canadians.”

Catholic Conscience walks people through a discernment process
that acknowledges that the choice can be very difficult, and suggests
the following four-part process of discernment to help voters feel
confident in their choice:

1) Discernment: “It’s really important that voters take the time to
(continued on page 9)

Brendan Steven (KofC photo)
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Our Catholic community: who are we?
Almost sixty years ago, on 11 October 1962, Pope John XXIII

opened the Second Vatican Council. For many of us Vatican II was an
experience of our church life through the second half of the 20th

century. That is, it was current events. But for many others among
us, it is history. It is the past and something that we have only been
told about. No matter where we fit in these groups, Vatican II has
marked us and affected the church that we know and belong to.

Even if the Second Vatican Council is history to us, it has affected
us and the church that we are today in many ways. Our Eucharist is
said in English or French or Korean or other modern language, not
Latin. The structure of our liturgies is intended to have full participa-
tion of the community. It is not simply the action of the priest. There
is an increased involvement of laity in many elements of our church
life, in its many ministries. The Council has given us a more open
attitude to other Christian denominations, to our Jewish friends and to
other faiths across the world. We may not realize it, but all of this and
more comes from the experience of Vatican II in the early 1960s.

Sunday, September 12, the 24th in Ordinary Time, we heard from
the Old Testament prophet Isaiah (50:5-9) as well as from the Gospel
of Mark (8:27-35). Both readings provide us with references to the
role of prophets in our midst. Isaiah was a prophet for Israel.  In
Mark’s Gospel, we hear the disciples of Jesus responding to the ques-
tion: Who do people say that I am?  Their response is to assert among
other things that some say that Jesus is one of the prophets.

What is a prophet?  It is not someone who predicts the future. Nor
is a prophet someone who asserts remarkable things for his or her
own benefit.  In Jewish and Christian faith, a prophet is someone
who looks at our world and sees it in the light of God’s plan. A prophet
is God’s way of touching the world of humanity. Both Isaiah and
Jesus as seen in Mark remind us that a prophetic voice faces much
resistance. But in the midst of the resistance the voice continues to be

the touch of God among us.
In many ways, Vatican II might be

called a Prophetic Council. It was and
has continued to be a way of God touching our world. The mentality,
the vision of Vatican II has impact on Catholics globally.  It has also
had impact and provided hope for peoples beyond the Catholic com-
munity. Its open view of the world and its efforts to reach out to all
the peoples of the earth have revealed a Church, a community of
believers, who understand that God is for all and reaches out to all in
caring, compassionate and respectful love.

This prophetic voice comes from a faith that is open, compassion-
ate, healing, caring and moved by love for all.  In Mark’s Gospel,
Jesus asks his disciples a question: “Who do people say that I am?”
The same question could be asked of all of us, disciples of Jesus. We
are called to be a faith community, a church marked by what Jesus
the Christ has himself expressed. We are to be the voice of a loving,
life-giving God for our world.

Quite a challenge! But we are not alone. In the words of Isaiah:
“The Lord God helps me.”

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Denounce violence, inflammatory preaching, pope tells religious leaders
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Religious leaders must courageously cooper-
ate in supporting each other in opposing hatred and promoting peace,
Pope Francis said.

"As religious leaders, I believe that, first of all, we must serve the
truth and declare what is evil when it is evil, without fear or pretense,
even and especially when it is committed by those who profess to
follow the same creed as us," he said in a written message to those
taking part in the G20 Interfaith Forum in Bologna, Italy, September
12-14.

"We must also help each other, all together, to combat the religious
illiteracy that permeates all cultures: It is a widespread ignorance that
reduces the experience of belief to rudimentary dimensions of the
human and seduces vulnerable souls into adhering to fundamentalist
slogans," he said.

"It truly is no longer time for alliances of one against another, but
for a common search for solutions to the problems we all face. Young
people and history will judge us on this," the pope said in his message.

The G20 Interfaith Forum is an annual event inviting religious lead-
ers and institutions together to discuss global issues with the aim of
presenting faith-informed ideas and recommendations to global lead-
ers and help shape the global policy and agenda for each G20 summit
for international economic cooperation. The interfaith forum takes

place each year in the same host country as the annual summit of the
G20 heads of state and government, which will be held in Rome
October 30-31.

In his written message, which the Vatican released Sept. 11, Pope
Francis praised the forum's purpose of bringing religious, political
and cultural leaders together to dialogue and sharing ideas "to pro-
mote access to fundamental rights, above all religious freedom, and
to cultivate the leaven of unity and reconciliation where war and ha-
tred have sown death and lies."

Religious leaders are essential for promoting and preserving frater-
nity and charity on earth and helping each other in liberating the sa-
cred space of creation "from the dark clouds of violence and funda-
mentalism," he said.

The rising temperature of religiously motivated hatred and violence
represents a new kind of "climate change" threatening the religious
environment, he said.

"We need only think of the outbreak of violence that exploits the
sacred: In the last 40 years, there have been almost 3,000 attacks and
around 5,000 killings in various places of worship, in those spaces,
that is, that should be protected as oases of sacredness and frater-
nity," the pope said.

"It is all too easy for those who blaspheme God's holy name by
persecuting their brothers and sisters to obtain funding. Again, the
inflammatory preaching of those who, in the name of a false god,

(continued on page 5)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

September 11th — 20 years later
Twenty years ago today, struggling to digest the events of Septem-

ber 11th, I wrote this column. Two decades later, my reaction is the
same. Here’s the column.

Iris Murdoch once said that the whole world can change in fifteen
seconds. She was talking about falling in love. Hatred can do the
same thing: On September 11th (2001), the world changed. Two
huge passenger planes, hijacked by terrorists, crashed into, and col-
lapsed the twin towers of the World Trade Centre in New York, kill-
ing thousands of people, as television cameras recorded the event
live, showing horrific, graphic scenes over and over again. Shortly
afterwards, a third hijacked plane slammed into the Pentagon, even as
a fourth crashed in an open field. Inside of what is supposed to be the
most secure place on earth, thousands of innocent people were killed
within the space of an hour.

Stunned, muted, we nonetheless tried to speak to the situation.
Many of the voices we heard were hard, angry, calling for retaliation
and vengeance. Most voices though were gentle, looking only for a
safe, intimate place to cry, for someone to hang onto. One Internet
media site simply had a blank screen, a silent gesture that spoke elo-
quently. What, after all, can be said?

The opening lines from the Book of Lamentations offer this haunt-
ing description: How deserted she sits, the city once thronged with
people! Once the greatest of nations, she is now like a widow.

Later, this same book tells us that there are times when all you can
do is to put your face to the dust and wait. Rainer Marie Rilke would
agree. Here’s his advice for times like these: O you lovers that are so
gentle, step occasionally into the breath of the sufferers not meant for
you. … Do not be afraid to suffer, give the heaviness back to the
weight of the earth; mountains are heavy, seas are heavy.

The earth knows our pain. Sometimes silence is best.
Yet a few things need to be said even in the raw immediacy of this

thing. What?

First, that each life lost was unique, sa-
cred, precious, irreplaceable. None of these
persons had ever died before and none of
them should have his or her name lost in
the anonymity of dying with so many others. Their lives and deaths
must be honoured individually. This is true too for the suffering of
their families and loved ones.

Second, clear voices must call us, especially our governments, to-
wards restraint. Many see this as an attack on civilization itself. They
are right. Accordingly, our task is to respond in a civilized way, hold-
ing fast always to our belief that violence is wrong, whether it be
theirs or ours. The air we breathe out is the air we eventually inhale.
Violence begets violence. Terrorism will not be stopped by bitter venge-
ance. Catharsis doesn’t bring about closure. We shouldn’t be naive
about that. Nor, indeed, should we be naive in reverse. These terrorist
acts with their utter disregard for life, offer a very clear picture of the
world these people would create were they ever given scope and
license to do so. They must be stopped and brought to justice. They
pose a threat to the world; but in bringing them to justice we must
never stoop to their means and, like them, be driven by a hatred that
blinds one to justice and the sacredness of life.

No emergency ever allows one to bracket the fundamentals of char-
ity and respect for life. Indeed, horrific tragedies of this sort, call us
to just the opposite, namely, to fiercely re-root ourselves in all that is
good and Godly – to drive with more courtesy, to take more time for
what is important, and to tell those close to us that we love them. Yes,
too, it calls us to seek justice and it asks for real courage and self-
sacrifice in that quest. We are no longer in ordinary time.

Most of all, this calls us to prayer. What we learned again on Sep-
tember 11th (2001) is that all on our own, we are neither invulnerable
nor immortal. We can only continue to live, and to live in joy and
peace, by placing our faith in something beyond ourselves. We can
never guarantee our own safety and future. We need to acknowledge
that in prayer – on our knees, in our churches, to our loved ones, to
God, and to everyone whose sincerity makes him or her a brother or
sister inside the family of humanity.

Moreover, we are called to hope. We are a resilient people, with
faith in the resurrection. Everything that is crucified eventually rises.
There is always a morning after. The sun never fails to rise. We need
to live our lives in the face of that, even in times of great tragedy.

I end with Rilke’s words: Even those trees you planted as children
became too heavy long ago – you couldn’t carry them now. But you
can carry the winds … and the open spaces.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

(continued from page 4)
incite hatred, often spreads unchecked," he added.

In response, he said, all religious leaders "must serve the truth," call
out evil, fight "religious illiteracy" and promote "equitable, solidarity-
based and integral development that increases opportunities for school-
ing and education, because where poverty and ignorance reign un-
checked, fundamentalist violence takes hold more easily."

People of faith cannot fight hatred with the violence of weapons,
which only leads to "an endless spiral of retaliation and revenge," he
said.

Leaders must not kill, he said. Instead, they must help each other
and forgive each other, which takes courage, truth and giving aid
freely without conditions.

The path to peace is found not in weapons, but in justice, he said,
"and we religious leaders must be the first to support these processes,
bearing witness that the capacity to fight evil does not lie in proclama-
tions, but in prayer; not in revenge, but in concord; not in shortcuts
dictated by the use of force, but in the patient and constructive force
of solidarity."

The pope supported a proposal to establish a common memorial to
people killed in places of prayer. "Let us preserve together the com-
mon memory of our brothers and sisters who have suffered violence,
let us help each other with concrete words and gestures to oppose
the hatred that seeks to divide the human family!"§

Denounce violence, inflammatory preaching

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Bayview Funeral Home

1461 Manawagonish Road, West Saint John, NB
506-634-74245      www.brenansfh.com



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900. September 17, 2021Page 6

Editor’s note: The French version of this letter can be found on the
Diocese of Saint John website: www.dioceseofsaintjohn.org./from-our-
bishop

“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I
will raise them up on the last day; for my flesh is true food and my blood
is true drink. Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and
I in them” (John 6: 54-56).

As we begin a new pastoral year, I am filled with gratitude that so many
have responded to the call issued in my pastoral letter last year to engage in
three activities for the renewal of our diocese: Eucharistic adoration, evan-
gelization, and outreach. I want to thank you for these efforts, which have
indeed born much fruit and will continue to enrich parishes as more people
renew their commitment to grow in holiness and mission.

Over the past year, many things have challenged us on a human and
spiritual level, and at times have tested our unity as Catholics. Yet in all of
this we cling to Jesus as the surest way through every difficulty. “The
desire for God is written in the human heart,
because man is created by God and for God;
and God never ceases to draw man to himself.
Only in God will he find the truth and happiness
he never stops searching for” (Catechism of
the Catholic Church, par. 27). What a privileged
task to share Jesus with a world in such desper-
ate need of the hope he promises. For all its
challenges, the pandemic has provided an op-
portunity for the Church to return to its mis-
sionary roots — we must never forget that our
most important mission is the care of souls!

The Eucharist is the source and summit of
our faith, and the nourishment we need to per-
severe as his missionary disciples. “From the
Eucharist comes strength to live the Christian
life in all its fullness, and zeal to share that life
with others” (Saint John Paul II, Address to Bish-
ops of the Ecclesial provinces of Bombay, Goa, Hyderabad, Nagpur and
Verapoly on their “Ad Limina” visit, December 12, 1995). It is notable
that the pastoral year begins with the lifting of the general dispensa-
tion from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass (effective September
1, 2021) which became possible when the mandatory order in the
Province of New Brunswick ended on July 30.  Despite the many
obstacles we have endured, Jesus has never abandoned us. Through
the Eucharist, Jesus remains faithful to his promise of Mt. 28:20 to be
with his Church always, to be with those he loves until the end of the
world. I encourage our priests to always celebrate the Mass with
faithfulness to the texts of the Church, which draw us more deeply
into the mystery of Christ truly present in the Eucharist. In thanksgiv-
ing for the ability to worship with less restrictions, let us renew our
commitment to the celebration of mass with joyful hearts!

Led by the Holy Spirit through the Gospel and the Eucharist, we are
called to raise up disciples who joyfully live out their mission of proclaim-
ing the Good News and making disciples of others. Mindful of this, at the
outset of this new pastoral year, I would like to encourage a deepening of
our commitment to the three activities that were proposed last year for the
renewal of our diocese.

2021-2022 Pastoral Year Letter
‘Towards a renewed encounter with Jesus in the Eucharist’

A call to the clergy and lay faithful of the Diocese of Saint John
1) Eucharistic Adoration
We need to stay close to Jesus in the Eucharist and return to him often in
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The sacraments are privileged moments
of encounter with the living God, where we receive the grace we need to
persevere in the Christian life. I have been encouraged over the past year
by the many parishes who have taken up the call to offer Eucharistic
adoration. This time of prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and other
prayerful encounters with the Lord propel us into the midst of society,
responding to real needs as spirit-filled evangelizers firmly rooted in prayer.
In such moments we come to truly experience what the Holy Father
speaks of when he says, “how good it is to stand before a crucifix, or on
our knees before the Blessed Sacrament, and simply to be in his presence!
How much good it does us when he once more touches our lives and
impels us to share his new life! What then happens is that ‘we speak of
what we have seen and heard’ (1 Jn 1:3)” (Evangelii Gaudium, par. 264).
I pray that many more parishes and faithful will take advantage of oppor-
tunities to adore our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament and be missioned

regularly by the Eucharist. More specifically, I ask
you to pray for the following intentions:

• Diocesan Renewal: I am asking the faithful to
pray specifically during times of Eucharistic ado-
ration for the renewal of the diocese. The Chaplet
of Divine Mercy is a powerful devotion that could
be said prayerfully before the Blessed Sacrament
or in personal prayer for this intention. As we en-
trust our diocese to God’s mercy, let us join St.
Faustina in her great proclamation — Jesus, I trust
in you!

• Vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life: In
October, I will celebrate the 25th anniversary of
my ordination to the priesthood, an occasion which
fills me with deep gratitude. I am humbled daily by
the beauty of this vocation, and the support of my
brother priests who witness to me by their gift of

themselves to the Lord and his Church.  We need vocations; it is for this
reason that I am asking that we double our efforts in praying intentionally
for vocations to the priesthood and religious life.

2) Evangelization and Discipleship
My sincere desire is for all the faithful to have a deep and personal relation-
ship with Jesus and his Church, and led by the Holy Spirit, to be missioned
to the peripheries to make disciples of others. I am always edified to hear
of parishes that offer opportunities for people to encounter Jesus through
effective tools of evangelization such as Alpha or a CCO Discovery Faith
Study. As a community of evangelizers, we need to equip and form people
to be intentional missionary disciples, inviting others to encounter and
come to know Jesus and his Church. While continuing our evangelization
efforts by offering various tools of evangelization, we must also be atten-
tive to discipleship opportunities, offering participation in small disciple-
ship groups and encouraging growth in the spiritual life, prayer, catechesis,
and formation opportunities for people who have fallen in love with Jesus
and are hungry for more.

(continued on page 7)

Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC
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• New Confirmation Formation: In the fall, our diocese will be investing
further in our youth through a new and exciting two-year confirmation
formation which will help candidates encounter and re-encounter Christ
and prepare them for a deeper engagement in the mission of the Church.

• The Catholic Disciple Formation Series: On September 14th I will be
celebrating the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross — the Feast Day of my
Community, the Companions of the Cross, with mass at 7:00 pm at the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception. The mass will be followed by an
information session on the legacy of our late Founder, Father Robert Bedard,
CC, as well as the charism, mission, and spirituality of the Community. In
response to a growing desire for more intentional community and spiritual
growth, we will be offering a weekly series on Fr. Bedard’s The Catholic
Disciple beginning Tuesday, September 28th at 7:30 pm for eleven weeks
following the recitation of the rosary at 7:00 pm (now on Tuesdays begin-
ning that same date). The faithful are invited to join in person at the Cathe-
dral or virtually. More details will be forthcoming.

3) Outreach
When we encounter Jesus and his Church, most profoundly in the

Eucharist, and our hearts are on fire for him, we discover a new desire to
fulfill our God-given mission from baptism to be the missionary disciples
that we are called to become. We are compelled to reach into the commu-
nity and serve in various areas of need as apostles of mercy. As the Holy
Father tells us, “When evangelizers rise from prayer, their hearts are more
open; freed of self-absorption, they are desirous of doing good and shar-
ing their lives with others” (Evangelii Gaudium, par. 282). It is through
such acts of charity that we encounter the Lord.

• Healing and Reconciliation for Indigenous Peoples: We are currently in
dialogue with the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) as
well as our local Indigenous communities to discern possible educational
and fundraising initiatives that will help to support healing and reconcilia-
tion efforts both nationally and in our diocese. More information on this
will be forthcoming as it becomes available.

• Cathedral Restoration and Outreach: In the next few months, we will be

re-instituting our major Cathedral restoration project, which is urgently
needed for the safety of all who enter. Situated in one of the poorest
neighbourhoods of our diocese, the Cathedral is an oasis, especially for the
marginalized and those on the peripheries, whom we are called to reach
out to and serve. In the last few months, a lay-led apostolate entitled “Pizza
and Prayer” has grown to serve food and drink to the residents of Water-
loo Village and provide an opportunity for fellowship and prayer. This
has been a positive outreach, with several people accepting the offer
of prayer ministry and even coming to the Cathedral for Mass. It is
my prayer that by attending to the physical needs of this property and
the spiritual needs of those who frequent it, it will truly become “a
community of communities, a sanctuary where the thirsty come to
drink in the midst of their journey, and a centre of constant mission-
ary outreach,” in the heart of our diocese (Pope Francis, Evangelii
Gaudium, par. 28).

We are grateful for these and other initiatives that help to grow the
mission of the Church. I ask your prayers for all missionary and
evangelization efforts that help spread the joy of the Gospel through-
out our diocese.

I also take this opportunity to advise you of a synodal process which the
Holy Father has requested on the topic, “For a synodal Church: commun-
ion, participation and mission,” which will begin in the Vatican and the
local churches in October. Finally, I will be continuing my first round of
parish visits throughout the diocese and hope to be finished by Christmas
or shortly thereafter.

Let us pray for the transformation of our parishes into vibrant and
invitational communities where people are evangelized, discipled, and
missioned to go and make disciples of others (see Matthew 28: 19-20).
Pope Francis tells us that, “in every activity of evangelization, the primacy
always belongs to God, who has called us to cooperate with him and who
leads us on by the power of his Spirit” (Evangelii Gaudium, par. 12).
Returning often to Jesus in the Eucharist and drawing on his grace, with
great expectation we give God permission to move in power in our dio-
cese.

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Star of the New Evangelization — pray for us!

 Christian Riesbeck, CC, Bishop of Saint John

September 14, 2021, Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross §

‘Towards a renewed encounter with Jesus in the Eucharist’

MIRAMICHI  — On Sunday, September
5, the people of Saint Marguerite
Bourgeoys Parish in Miramichi gathered
at St. Samuel’s church to celebrate with
Father Godwin Kalu SMMM, the 12th
anniversary of his ordination. Several of
his brother priests, of the order of the Sons
of Mary Mother of Mercy joined him to
celebrate. At the close of the 5:30 pm mass
his brother priests stood around him
chanting from Psalm 110, “You are a priest
forever, in the order of Melchizedek.” A
reception was held in the parish centre
with many in attendance. Front row (l to
r) Karen Innis, Sheena Dewolfe, Father
Godwin Kalu SMMM,  Geraldine 
Tweedie,  Karen Hambrook and Alan
Washburn. Back row (l to r) Father Anthony Ekpe SMMM, Sylvia Murphy, Sharlene Walsh, Father Peter Aloo SMMM, Father
Charles Udeh SMMM, Father Anthony Onwubuariri SMMM and Barb Daley. (Photo by Georgia Halavrezos)
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Through baptism, all Christians are united and equal in Christ, pope says
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — There is no place for discrimination or divisive
distinctions among people who believe in Christ, Pope Francis said
during his weekly general audience.

That everyone is made new and equal in Christ overcomes all eth-
nic, economic and social differences, even between the two sexes,
"establishing an equality between man and woman which was revo-
lutionary at the time and which needs to be reaffirmed even today," he
said September 8 to those gathered in the Paul VI audience hall at the
Vatican.

"How many times we hear expressions that denigrate women," he
said, adding that even today women experience a kind of slavery in
which "women do not have the same opportunities as men."

The pope continued his series of talks on St. Paul's Letter to the
Galatians by looking at what faith in Christ brings.

With faith and baptism, people become new creatures, "clothed"
with Christ and children of God in Christ, the apostle writes. "There
is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free person, there
is no male and female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus."

The pope said this shows how "baptism, therefore, is not merely an
external rite. Those who receive it are transformed deep within, in
their inmost being, and possess new life" with an identity that is so

new "that it prevails over the differences that exist on the ethnic-
religious level" and social and economic levels.

St. Paul's teaching was "shocking" and "revolutionary" at a time
when distinctions, for example, between slaves and free citizens "was
vital in ancient society," the pope said.

"By law, free citizens enjoyed all rights, while the human dignity of
slaves was not even recognized," he said.

The same thing is happening to many people in the world today,
"who do not have the right to eat, who do not have the right to educa-
tion, who do not have the right to work. They are the new slaves.
They are the ones who live on the margins, who are exploited by
everyone" and whose human dignity is denied, he said.

"Equality in Christ overcomes the social differences between the
two sexes, establishing an equality between man and woman," he
said, calling for a reaffirmation of this truth.

St. Paul "confirms the profound unity that exists between all the
baptized, in whatever condition they are bound to, because every one
of them is a new creature in Christ. Every distinction becomes sec-
ondary to the dignity of being children of God."

Therefore, "it is decisive even for all of us today to rediscover the
beauty of being children of God, to be brothers and sisters among
ourselves, because we have been united in Christ, who redeemed us,"
he said.

(continued on page 10)

HOLD hosts virtual national conference
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On September 10-11, 2021, members of the
Couples for Christ [CFC] Handmaids of the Lord (HOLD) ministry
gathered from coast to coast to be uplifted in community as they
explored the “Wonders and Praises” of our God.

A ministry of Couples for Christ for mature women (ages 41 and
older) regardless of status or situation, Handmaids of the Lord “has a
three-fold mission: personal transformation, evangelization to bring
her family and others especially women to a renewed life in the Lord,
and wholehearted service to bring glad tidings to the poor. It provides
a strong teaching track, special teachings for
women in different states of life, and a leader-
ship program to equip leaders to be more ef-
fective and better servants. The mission ex-
press promotes the missionary spirit among
leaders to realize its vision.” (https://
www.couplesforchristglobal.org/hold.aspx)

“I am a proud, privileged and truly blessed
Handmaid and leader,” Kay Mennie of Pennfield
said. “When I became a CFC Handmaid of the
Lord, I made a covenant with God which I do
not take lightly.  I pray every day to my God to
help me be faithful in living out this covenant
for his greater honour and glory, and for the
good of my brothers and sisters.”

“A handmaid is a woman filled with faith,
hope, love and joy,” Ms. Mennie shared. “She
cares and shares, she is a woman on fire with
God’s love and her purpose in life is to love and
serve God and give him glory in all she does.”

Benilda Zabala called this year’s event, “a very spirit-filled one. It was
really a very inspiring conference. It really moved & touched me.”

Flor Agad agreed. “CFC HOLD Conference 2021 was a breath of
fresh air especially in this time of pandemic and it is good to be re-
minded that God is always victorious in our life,” she said. “I learned
that crossing the path of holiness needs lots of prayers and it is a
costly discipleship to give back what Jesus did for me.”

For many being together even virtually was a true gift.
“Reminiscing the past is a great reminder of God’s victories in our

life. A treasure that we will always cherish for the miracles, signs and
wonders of God’s blessing,” Angie Magsisi shared.

(continued on page 9)

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC (back row, left) of the Diocese of
Saint John celebrated mass in the Virgin’s Chapel of the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception in Saint John that was shared virtually with the annual conference of the
Handmaids of the Lord. (Individual names were not provided) (Natasha Mazerolle photo)
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(continued from page 3)
learn about what the parties are offering, and to learn about Catholic
social teaching,” Mr. Steven said. “A lot of people don’t know what
our Church has to say about housing, about climate change, about
supporting families, about the economy. Catholic social teaching has
this wealth of information across every issue that you could imagine.
There’s a lot of good, and you can discern your way to a choice that
you feel confident in.”

2) Have charitable conversations with friends and family mem-
bers: “There’s a phrase we always hear, never talk about religion and
politics at the dinner table,” Mr. Steven said.  “Our running joke is we
encourage people talk about both! We understand as community that
one of the spiritual works of mercy is instructing the ignorant, and
that’s a two-way street. When we have charitable political conversa-
tions with our friends, family, our neighbours, it’s both an opportu-
nity to share with others the outcome of our own discernment and an
opportunity to hear perspectives from other people. The discussion
piece is really important, opening your mind up to other perspectives
you might not have considered in your own discernment.”

3) Participation: “Elections are a great time to engage with your
elected officials or the candidates that are seeking your vote and to
hear from them their own vision, but also to tell them as a Catholic
voter what are some of the things that are going to sway your vote,”
Mr. Steven said. “And importantly, whether you vote for them or not,
to start to build relationships with them so that eventually the person
who does become your Member of Parliament, whether you support
them or not, has a deeper understanding of where you’re coming
from as a Catholic and the issues that are important to you. You can
continue having that conversation through their service.”

4) Pray: “A lot of people don’t think to bring their vote to prayer,
but that’s exactly what we should be doing,” Mr. Steven said. “Pray
not just for God and the Holy Spirit to guide your discernment, but
once you have prayerfully gone through that discernment process
and you’ve decided who you’re going to vote for, pray for that per-
son whether they win the election or not, that their eventual service to
your community and to our country is reflective of a vision of serv-

ant leadership, of human dignity and of the common good that Catho-
lics and other Canadians can be proud of.”

Catholics who are dissatisfied with their prospects should be en-
couraged all the more to make their voices heard.

“The challenge with cynicism and declinist narrative that we hear
sometimes is that it gives people permission to opt out. And the more
we opt out, the worse it’s going to get,” Mr. Steven said.

Noting that 1/3 of Canadians self-identify as Catholic, he said, “there
are giant parishes with thousands of families in ridings in this country
that swing between political parties. There are ridings in New Bruns-
wick that the parties have to work really hard to win votes in those
areas. And in those areas Catholic voters can make all the difference.”

Mr. Steven is passionate about getting all Catholics involved in the
electoral process. “If the political parties see us as engaged and ac-
tive, participating and asking questions and reaching out to our politi-
cians, that’s how we start to slowly bring the conversation towards
Gospel values and reflective of a social vision, is by being all in,” he
said. “I think the more we participate, the more we will see the Gos-
pel reflected in how Canadians are governed and how the parties
approach the common good for all of us.”

When asked what his one parting message for Canadians would
be, Mr. Stevens was swift in his response. “Please go vote on September
20!  Go vote no matter who you’re going to vote for, if you don’t want to
vote for anyone, don’t stay home, go spoil your ballot — just go to that
polling station and put something on that ticket,” he said.

“The worst-case scenario is if Catholics don’t vote, because then
we become one of those communities who don’t vote, and for better
or for worse the parties talk to voters. We want to be part of the
public conversation, that’s what we’re called to in our faith, and one
big way we opt into the public conversation is by voting. So go vote
on September 20!”

For more information about Catholic Conscience visit https://
catholicconscience.org/ https://catholicconscience.org/

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Discerning votes through the lens of Catholicism

(continued from page 8)
On Saturday participants were joined by Bishop Christian Riesbeck,

CC, of the Diocese of Saint John, who celebrated mass with the local
chapter of CFC Handmaids of the Lord in the Virgin’s Chapel at the Cathe-
dral of the Immaculate Conception in Saint John. The mass was
livestreamed so that participants from across the country could take part.

“Holiness means being set apart for God,” Bishop Riesbeck said in
his homily. “We can grow in holiness and grow in discipleship, in our
relationship with the Lord through prayer and the sacraments, faith
formation, living out the virtues of faith, hope and love through a life
of service and witness to others, evangelizing and sharing our faith in
word and deed in the context of community. Not just communion
with the Lord, but communion with the Body of Christ, the Church.
But the most important part of the equation is Christ at the centre, at
the heart of our lives.  Everything else falls into place when that rela-
tionship is in order.”

For Ms. Mennie, such prayer and service is the heart of what it
means to be a handmaid of the Lord. “As handmaids and servants of
God, we must prove our Holy Father is right. We must bring his
statements to life, put them into action, and make our homes, par-

ishes, workplaces — indeed wherever we are — much more beauti-
ful and harmonious places to be,” she said.  “A handmaid should at all
times be kind, humble, and generous. We must love God with all our
hearts, strive for holiness, and be servants to others.

Malou Clarito was grateful to all the speakers who imparted wis-
dom and faith over the course of the conference. “We thank our dear
Bishop Riesbeck for celebrating the Holy Mass on the last day of our
conference. His support and care to our CFC community is what
keep us going in our journey of faith,” she said. “The speakers were
so inspiring, the sharings were so uplifting. Every time I attend the
Couples for Christ-Handmaids of the Lord Conference, it reminds me
of God’s awesome love!”

Handmaids find in the Blessed Virgin Mary a model of perfect serv-
ice and surrender to God. “As handmaids may we too, like Mary, give
our Fiat,” Ms. Mennie said. “Lovingly and willingly just as she did. All
glory and praise to our God in all we do.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

HOLD hosts virtual national conference
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B.C. First Nations fundraising campaign under way
By AGNIESKA RUCK
The B.C. Catholic

Hopes are high for a generous response to
the B.C. Bishops’ Campaign in Support of
Healing and Reconciliation this month.

Advance giving started in July but the
fundraising campaign’s official launch was
September 1, with a second collection toward
the cause that took place September 11 and
12 in all churches within the Archdiocese of
Vancouver. All contributions are destined for
local reconciliation efforts.

“We have an obligation to do something, to
extend a hand,” said Archbishop J. Michael
Miller in an interview August 10. The collec-
tion “will help to fund initiatives that will go
exclusively to healing and reconciliation with
First Nations. We are going to take our cues
from what their leadership wants.”

Chris Ufford, director of the archdiocese’s
Development Office, said proceeds from the
campaign will be focused on a variety of needs
including assistance in determining who died
at residential schools and what caused their
deaths; mental health supports for those af-
fected by the findings; expanded community
outreach programs including emergency shel-
ter, food, art therapy, counselling, and social
work; and preserving Indigenous language,
art, and culture.

The Archdiocese of Vancouver is joining
with the dioceses of Kamloops, Nelson, Prince
George, and Victoria in the campaign. In a
joint statement released July 26, the five bish-
ops of B.C. said they “recognize the need for
a province-wide initiative to raise funds to
support healing and reconciliation among In-
digenous and non-Indigenous people.”

The bishops, who will consult with local
Indigenous leaders, elders, and residential
school survivors to decide where the funds
will go, said they hope the campaign will “help
restore trust and further the ongoing journey
to truth and reconciliation.”

The bishops of Saskatchewan
have launched a fundraising ap-
peal of their own, and the Dio-
cese of Calgary and the Arch-
diocese of Toronto have made
similar pledges to provide or
raise funds.

Meanwhile, a lay-led national
group called Catholics for Truth
and Reconciliation hopes to raise
$50,000 for three organizations:
Returning to Spirit, the First

Nations Child and Family Caring Society of
Canada, and Reconciliation Canada. So far
they have raised half of this goal. They are
also encouraging Catholics to consider do-
nating to the bishop-led campaigns.

The Vancouver-based group Catholic Street
Missionaries encouraged young adults aged
19-39 to participate in reconciliation efforts
through 24 hours of fasting and prayer Sep-
tember 10-11. Held at St. Mary’s Church in
Vancouver and Westminster Abbey in Mis-
sion, the event gave young adults an option
to donate or raise funds through pledges if
they choose.

The Catholic Church in Canada has received
heavy criticism for not doing enough to sup-
port reconciliation efforts financially. In a 2006
Settlement Agreement, the federal government
was to cover the “compensation” portion,
while Catholic entities were tasked with pro-

viding “programs of healing and reconcilia-
tion.”

The Church made a three-part commitment:
$29 million to support healing and reconcilia-
tion programs; $25 million of “services in
kind”; and $25 million in a national “best ef-
forts” fundraising campaign.

The Church met the first and exceeded the
second, but fell dramatically short for the third.
Only $3.7 million was raised in the “best ef-
forts” campaign, with the Archdiocese of
Vancouver contributing just under $1 million
of that.

Church leaders are hoping the new national
collections will help close the gap.

For more information about the archdio-
cese’s First Nations Ministry and reconcilia-
tion efforts, visit rcav.org/first-nations. To
donate, visit support.rcav.org/trc-response or
call the Development Office at 604 683 0281.§
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(continued from page 8)
Differences and conflicts caused by separation "should not exist among believers in Christ,"

he said, cautioning against creating differences between people, "many times unconsciously."
"Rather, our vocation is that of making concrete and evident the call to unity of the entire

human race."
"Everything that exacerbates the differences between people, often causing discrimination

— all of this, before God, no longer has any meaning, thanks to the salvation effected in
Christ."

At the end of the general audience, the pope marked the day's feast of the Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary by asking people to pray that "our mother help us to rediscover the beauty
of being children of God and, overcoming differences and conflicts, to help us live as brothers
and sisters."

The day is also when the people of Cuba celebrate their patroness, Our Lady of Charity of
El Cobre, he said. Recalling his visit to her shrine in 2015, "I want to once again present at the
feet of the Virgin of Charity the life, dreams, hopes and sorrows of the Cuban people," so that
wherever they find themselves, they may experience the tenderness of Mary be led to Christ.

The pope also greeted all students heading back to school, saying he hoped the coming
academic year would be "a time of educational growth and deepening of the bonds of friend-
ship."

"May the Lord help you safeguard the faith and cultivate science in order to become pro-
tagonists of a better future in which humanity may be able to enjoy peace, fraternity and
tranquility."§

Through baptism, all Christians are united and equal
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OBITUARIES

LeBLANC, Father Paul R. — The death of
Father Paul Rodrigue LeBlanc, a priest of the
Diocese of Saint John, Curé/Pastor of Paroisse
Notre-Dame-de-l’Espérance / Our Lady of Hope
Parish in Miramichi, NB occurred unexpectedly
at his residence on Sunday, September 5, 2021.

Father Paul was born in Moncton on July 20,
1948, son of the late Émile and Laura LeBlanc.
After studies in local schools and l’Université de
Moncton, he relocated to Fredericton and pur-
sued a career in government at the executive
level for many years. Eventually he fulfilled a
long-held desire and applied for seminary stud-
ies with the Diocese of Saint John. After theo-
logical studies at the Grand Séminaire de Montréal
in Montreal, QC, he was ordained a priest on
June 4, 2004. After ordination he was assigned
as administrator of St. Andrew’s Parish, St. An-
drews, and St. Clement’s Parish, McAdam (also
responsible for Guardian Angel Church,
Vanceboro, ME) where he served for one year.
He was then appointed curé of Paroisse St-
François-de-Sales, Saint John, where he served
for nine years. At various times during those years,
he also served as vice chancellor of the Diocese,
master of ceremonies, director of the Liturgical
Office, Catholic Port chaplain, chaplain to the
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Society, and
member of the Diocesan Finance Council. In
2014, he was appointed curé/pastor of Paroisse
Nativité-de-la-Bienhereuse-Vierge-Marie / Nativity
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Miramichi
as well as pastor of Paroisse l’Ascension in
Beaverbrook. He continued to serve these two
communities when they were amalgamated into
Paroisse Notre-Dame-de-l’Espérance / Our Lady
of Hope Parish where he was serving at the time
of his death. In addition, he also served as a Fourth
Degree Knight of Columbus and as provincial
spiritual advisor for the Catholic Women’s League
of Canada. Father Paul loved being a priest, was
devoted to the celebration of the Eucharist and
the other sacraments and had hoped to be able
to continue to minister as a priest despite his
recent health problems.

Father Paul was predeceased by his parents,
Émile and Laura, and by two twin brothers,
Rodrigue and Joseph, who died in infancy. He is
survived by several cousins.

Father Paul has entrusted his funeral arrange-
ments to the care of Davidson’s Funeral Service
Ltd, Miramichi. His funeral Mass was celebrated
in St. Michael’s Basilica, Miramichi. Burial will
follow in Ascension Cemetery, Beaverbrook.

JOHNSON, CONSTANCE MARY _  It is with
heavy hearts that we announce the passing of
Constance Mary Johnson (nee Maillet) peace-
fully, surrounded by family on Saturday, July
17, 2021 at Dr. Everett Chalmers Regional Hos-
pital in Fredericton; following a brave but long
battle with cancer. Born in 1945 in St. George,
NB, she was 75 years old. Predeceased by her
parents, her brother, Ferdinand Maillet, and her
husband, Robert Lee Johnson. She leaves be-
hind her partner of 25 years, Jerry Brentnell, two
daughters, Linda (Harris) MacPherson of
Moncton, NB and Brenda (Steve) Semoff of
Vancouver Island, BC. Six granddaughters,
Natasha (Aaron) Maillet-Carr of Apohaqui, NB,
Brenda Maillet of Toronto, ON, Alicia Dhaene,
Brittany Dhaene and Julia Semoff of Vancouver,
BC and Leah MacPherson of Moncton, NB. She
also leaves 5 great-grandchildren, Clara, Kalyn,
Elliot, Mitchell, and Reverie, her sister Diane and
several nieces and nephews.

She rested at Castle Funeral Home, Saint John.
A Mass of Christian Burial took place at Our
Lady of Assumption Catholic Church, Saint
John. Burial in Holy Cross Cemetery, Saint John.

LEAHY, William ‘Bill’ Robert — After a pe-
riod of failing health, we announce the passing
of William Robert “Bill” Leahy on Friday, May
28, 2021 at Bobby’s Hospice.  Born in Saint John,
NB on July 19, 1933, he was the eldest son of
the late Emily G. (Quinlan) (Leahy) Doucette and
Arthur Timothy Leahy and stepfather William
Arthur Doucette. Bill is survived by his children,
Theresa Mercer (Ian), Anne Marie Ahearn (Bob),
John (Marian), Mary Lou Lawlor (Bill), Margie,
Tim (Shelley), Mark (Stephanie) and Maureen
Olsen (Tim); his 13 grandchildren, Matthew
Duguay (Kathryn), Colin (Susan), Quinn (Chel-
sea) and Evan Mercer, Liam and Abbie Lawlor,
Thomas, Daniel (Danielle) and Lucas (Carina)
Maxwell and their father Jeff Maxwell, Joshua
Leahy, Hudson Leahy, Emily (Brady) and Jane
Olsen; great-granddaughter, Ruby Mercer and
several nieces and nephews.

He was predeceased by his wife of 63 years,
Mary (Daley) Leahy; his parents; his brother,
John “Jack” Arthur Leahy and son-in-law,

Father Paul R. LeBlanc

Andrew Terris and many other extended family
members.

The Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated
at St. Joseph’s Church, Saint John. Arrangements
were under the care of Brenan’s Funeral Home,
Saint John.

KINGSTON,  It is with heavy hearts that the
children of Marie Mildred "Millie" Kingston
(Thibodeau), widow of the late Thomas Murray
Kingston, announce her passing at Kennebec
Manor Nursing Home on Friday, August 6, 2021.

Born in Bathurst NB on December 17th, 1940,
Millie was the daughter of the late Harold and
Loretta Thibodeau (Legacy).  Millie was a life-
long resident of Milford and Randolph, West Saint
John. Millie is survived by her five children Dale
(Maryann), Terry (Sally), Lori (Jeff Murrins),
Derrick (Lisa MacLellan), Leanne (Jeff Tulk)
and eight grandchildren Terri, Whitney, Alex,
Andrew, Nicholas, Devon, Tyson, Kelsey and
five great grandchildren Dominic, Ryder, Romy,
Jack and Daniel. She is also survived by her sis-
ters Margaret Guay (Albert), Joanne McLeod
(Bill), Ruth Ouellette (Robert), Sharon McKinley
(Eugene), Gladys Knox (Don), Sandra Springer
(Bill), Lynn Thibodeau (Frank Hillier) and her
brothers Richard Thibodeau, Glen Thibodeau
(Debbie), Ron Thibodeau (Brenda Sullivan), and
special cousin Brenda Clayton (Gerry)along with
many nieces, nephews, and cousins.

Funeral arrangements were entrusted to
Brenan's Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of
Christian Burial was held from Holy Spirit Parish
(St. Rose Worship Site) Saint John. Interment in
Holy Cross Cemetery, Saint John.

LEGERE, LAUDIANNE MARIE — It is with
sadness but wonderful memories that we an-
nounce the passing of Laudianne Marie Legere
at her home on August 8, 2021, after a period of
failing health.  Laudianne was born in Gauvreau
(Little Tracadie) on March 27, 1937.  She was
the daughter of the late Adenise (Brideau) and
Philomene Benoit and a loving wife to Victor
Leger for 55 years.

Along with her husband, Laudianne is sur-
vived by her son Ivan (Nicole) who, with Vic-
tor, were the centre of her world.  She is also
survived by many nieces and nephews.

In addition to her father and mother, she was
predeceased by her sister, Claudia Arsenault and
brother Claude Benoit.

Arrangements were under the care of Brenan’s
Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian
Burial was held at Holy Redeemer Parish, Saint
John. Burial was at Fernhill Cemetery, Saint
John.§
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Remembering Father LeBlanc
By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI —On September 10, the Miramichi faith commu-
nity, particularly those of the Paroisse Notre-Dame-de-l’Espérance,
bid a fond farewell to Father Paul LeBlanc, who passed
away unexpectedly at his residence on Sunday, September 5.

Fr. LeBlanc was born in Moncton on July 20, 1948. After a career
in government, he undertook theological studies at the Grand Séminaire
de Montréal and was ordained by Bishop J. Faber MacDonald on
June 4, 2004 in the Diocese of Saint John.. He served St. Andrew’s
Parish in St. Andrews, St. Clement’s Parish in McAdam, Guardian
Angel Church in Vanceboro, ME, Paroisse St-François-de-Sales in
Saint John, and Paroisse Notre-Dame-de-
l’Espérance / Our Lady of Hope Parish in
Miramichi. He also served as vice chancellor of
the diocese, master of ceremonies, director of
the Liturgical Office, Catholic Port chaplain, chap-
lain to the Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Soci-
ety, and member of the Diocesan Finance
Council. In addition, he was provincial spiritual
advisor for the Catholic Women’s League of
Canada [CWL]. 

At his funeral at St Michael’s Basilica in
Miramichi City, fourteen priests gathered with
Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of
Saint John to celebrate the life of, as the bishop
phrased it, a priest, pastor and friend. 

Bishop Reisbeck offered condolences to the
family, the parishioners of Paroisse Notre-Dame-
de-l’Espérance / Our Lady of Hope Parish, the CWL, and the Knights
of Columbus. 

In his reflection, the bishop recalled the words of Christ, that the
father’s house had many rooms prepared, and that this hope had now
been realized by Fr. LeBlanc.

Those assembled were therefore urged to grieve, but with hope;
celebrating Fr. LeBlanc’s new life in Christ, which has transformed
his death into hopeful meaning. “As Fr. Paul had shared in the mis-
sion of Jesus, devoted to the Eucharist as manifestation of Christ’s
charity, so all were called upon to be missionary disciples, heartened
by the hope of eternal life,” said Bishop Riesbeck.

As the Funeral Mass ended, and the CWL and the Knights of
Columbus took their place as the honour guard, the priests assembled
around their brother and chanted Salve Regina, in a solemn, and very
moving, moment.  

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region correspondent for The
New Freeman. He can be reached at cletus_1773 @hotmail.com.§

Par SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — Le 10 septembre, les membres de la communauté
religieuse de Miramichi, en particulier ceux de la Paroisse Notre-Dame-
de-l’Espérance, ont fait de chaleureux adieux au Père Paul LeBlanc,
décédé subitement à sa résidence le dimanche 5 septembre.

Le Père LeBlanc est né à Moncton le 20 juillet 1948. Après une
carrière au gouvernement, il a entrepris des études en théologie au
Grand Séminaire de Montréal et a été ordonné par Mgr Joseph Faber
MacDonald le 4 juin 2004 dans la diocèse de Saint John.  Il a servi la
paroisse St. Andrew’s à St. Andrews, la paroisse St. Clement’s à
McAdam, l’église Guardian Angel à Vanceboro, ME, la paroisse St-

François-de-Sales à Saint John, et la paroisse Notre-
Dame-de-l’Espérance / Our Lady of Hope à
Miramichi.  Il a également été vice-chancelier du
diocèse, maître de cérémonie, directeur du Bureau
liturgique, aumônier catholique du port, aumônier
de la Société d’adoration eucharistique perpétuelle
et membre du Conseil diocésain des finances.  En
outre, il était conseiller spirituel provincial de la Catho-
lic Women’s League of Canada [CWL].

Lors de ses funérailles à la basilique Saint-Michel,
quatorze prêtres se sont réunis avec Mgr. Christian
Reisbeck, CC, évêque de Saint John, pour célébrer
la vie d’un prêtre, d’un pasteur et d’un ami, comme
l’a dit l’évêque.  

Mgr Reisbeck a présenté ses condoléances à la
famille, aux paroissiens de la Paroisse Notre-Dame-
de-l’Espérance / Our Lady of Hope Parish, au CWL

et aux Chevaliers de Colomb.  
Dans sa réflexion, il a rappelé les paroles du Christ, selon lesquelles

la maison du Père avait de nombreuses chambres préparées, et que
cette espérance s’était maintenant réalisée par le Père LeBlanc.

Les personnes réunies ont donc été invitées à s’affliger, mais avec
espoir, en célébrant la nouvelle vie du Père LeBlanc dans le Christ, qui
a transformé sa mort en une signification pleine d’espoir.  “Comme le
Père Paul avait partagé la mission de Jésus, dévoué à l’Eucharistie
comme manifestation de la charité du Christ, tous ont été appelés à
être des disciples missionnaires, encouragés par l’espoir de la vie
éternelle,” dit Mgr. Riesbeck. 

À la fin de la messe des funérailles, alors que le CWL et les Cheva-
liers de Colomb prenaient place dans la garde d’honneur, les prêtres
se sont rassemblés autour de leur frère et ont entonné le Salve Regina,
dans un moment solennel et très émouvant.  

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region correspondent for The
New Freeman. He can be reached at cletus_1773 @hotmail.com.§

En souvenir du Père LeBlanc

Father Paul R. LeBlanc

First Reading: Wisdom 2.12, 17-20  Let us condemn him to a shameful death.

Responsorial Psalm:  Ps 54.1-2, 3, 4+6 (R.4b)    R. The Lord upholds my life.

Second Reading: James 3.16-4.3  A harvest of righteousness is sown in peace.

Gospel: Mark 9.30-37  The Son of Man will be betrayed. Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.

Sunday’s Liturgy September 19, 2021   Twenty-fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time


